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CENTER UPDATES 
 

The Negotiating Committee is fine-tuning a counteroffer to the 
City’s most recent lease proposal.  Our team is limited by the 
decision to pursue a short-term (six-month?) lease as a trial, but 
if it works out well, they will pursue renewing it for a longer 
term.  Any longer term will require City Council approval. 
 
City staff have stated that their monitors’ future attendance 
may not be reliable enough for our needs.  Therefore, the Board 
is considering hiring an outside custodial company to handle 
cleaning and some monitor duties.  One bid was too high; 
another company will visit and perhaps bid in May.  The point of 
looking this direction is to reduce costs for the clubs. 
 
 

THE FUTURE IS ALMOST HERE 
 

Fiscal year 2025/2026 approaches its end, so the Nominating 
Committee seeks three new candidates for the coming fiscal 
year: 

• Vice President 

• Secretary 

• Director (at large) 
 
A nominee has been secured for a second Director position. 
 
Qualifications for all offices are simple:  Membership in a 
member club, an interest in the meeting space of the 
Sacramento Garden and Arts Center’s many clubs, and the 
energy and willingness to take on short-term or long-range 
tasks. 
The Nominating Committee is contacting all clubs. 

 
 
May 1-3 see page 5 
Cactus Show & Sale  
 
May 4 7:00 PM 
SG&AC Board Meeting via Zoom 
 
May 9 see page 13 
Chrysanthemum cutting sale  
 
May 14 see page 6 
Rose invitation 6:30 PM 
 
May 27-30 see page 7 
Begonia Convention Texas 
 
May 30 see page 8 
Gesneriad/African violet sale  
 
May-June see pages 9-12 
SCTA classes various locations 
 
June 1 7:00 PM 
SG&AC Board Meeting via Zoom 
 
June 6-7 see page 13 
Bromeliad Show & Sale  
 
June 15  
next CHAT deadline  
 
June 20 see pages 14-15 
Art Elephant/Indigo Dip Day  
 
July 11 see page 16 
SG&AC Annual Meeting 10:00 AM 
 

Free parking at rear of bldg. 
(entrance on Park Way) 

 
 

Events in blue are held at addresses 
shown on the relevant flyers! 

MAY/JUNE 2026 

Upcoming Events 

Continued on page 2 

http://www.sgaac.org/
mailto:ShepardGACinfo@att.net
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Center Updates, continued from page 1 

 
DO YOU READ THE CHAT? 
 

The CHAT Editor is a Board member whose term 
will expire this July.  She will have served a total of 
five terms, though not all consecutively, and she 
will not run again. 
 
The Board did not always have a newsletter.  
Before the CHAT, clubs depended solely on 
themselves to advertise their events, and on their representatives to tell them what the Board was 
doing and how to get involved with Spring and Fall Sales or matters that interested them. 
 
If nobody steps up to take over the CHAT, it will cease publication after the July/August issue.  Will you 
miss it?  If you will, you might consider stepping into the Editor’s role.  Anybody interested is invited to 
contact the Nominating Committee at ShepardCenter@gmail.com before June 1.  Questions are most 
welcome. 
 

 
 

Change Can Help! 
by Candace Schmidle, Gypsy Traders Antique Club 

 

Is your club finding fewer members are attending your evening meetings at the Shepard Garden and 
Arts Center?  This was an issue for Gypsy Traders Antique Club five years ago.  Our median age is 78, 
although we do have younger members, and several are still working.  Some of our members no longer 
felt comfortable driving at night to our once-a-month 6:30 p.m. program meetings, especially in the 
winter, in the rain.  While it is still light at the start of our meetings, we end around 8:45-9:00 p.m. 
 
After a poll for ideas, much discussion, and a vote, we decided to move our January and February 
program meetings to 12:00 p.m.  Fortunately, the Center schedule was open for this new time.   
Some younger members who work are not always able to attend during the day, 
 and this is a concern, but they do attend our six evening meetings,  
and our special events such as Installation and Christmas,  
which have also changed to luncheons. These meeting  
times currently work for all 85 members.  We have  
learned to be open to change! 
 
What changes has your club made that might help other  
clubs?  Please share your ideas in the CHAT by writing to 
ShepardCenter@gmail.com.  

mailto:ShepardCenter@gmail.com
mailto:ShepardCenter@gmail.com
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   Using Facebook to Promote Your Club 
by Kristen Baker, Begonia Society President and SG&AC Facebook volunteer 

      Why This Matters 
Social media—especially Facebook—has become one of the primary ways people find events and 

things to do.  Whether we love it or not, this is where advertising is going, and it’s free. 

We ran a promotion for the 2026 Spring Sale on Facebook.  Results from 96% women, 4% men: 

33% age 65+ 

20% age 55–64 

20% age 45–54 

There is often a perception that social media is only for younger audiences.   

Our data shows the opposite.  If you’re wondering whether your audience is  

on Facebook—the answer is YES. 

                       How the SG&AC Facebook Page Works 
The SG&AC page is actively managed to promote our clubs and events. 

My role includes posting events, sharing content, and keeping the page active. 

    Why You See a Variety of Posts 
Not every post is tied to a specific event—and that’s intentional. 

Facebook does not show every post to every follower.  The more active a page is, the more visible it 

becomes. 

    If We Only Post When We Need Something 
If a page is only used for event promotion, fewer people see posts and engagement drops. 

On Facebook, activity drives visibility. This applies to your club page too. 

         Help Us Keep Content Fresh 
If you or your members take a great photo, send it with a short description. 

It does not need to be polished—I can turn it into a post. 

Photos with people often perform better. 
 continued on page 4 

 
 

 

The recent Iris Show was a great opportunity to look at fabulous individual blossoms in competition.  
However, one category was completely empty, that of Designs, which are sometimes known as flower 
arrangements.  It turns out that while the club welcomed entries in this class from the public, their 
flyer in the CHAT did not emphasize that invitation, and their usual Designers were all out of town.  
Perhaps next year’s flyer will clarify.  Don’t let your club make this mistake!  
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“Using Facebook…” continued from page 3 

              How You Can Make Facebook Work Better 

   Help Us Find You 
If your club has a Facebook page, please like and follow the SG&AC page. 

If we can’t find your page, neither can potential members or attendees. 

   Food for Thought 
Restricted pages may limit visibility, tagging, and sharing. 

    Make Your Page Public & Searchable 
1. Set your page to public, and  

2. Allow people to follow 

    Allow Your Posts to Be Shared 
No sharing = limited reach. 

             Use Facebook Events 
Create events for sales, shows, and speakers. 

    Be Aware of Scams 
Watch for fake vendor posts requesting payment. 

SG&AC and its clubs will NOT sell vendor spaces through comments or messages. 

    Why Some Restrictions Are in Place 
Restrictions are used to prevent scams and protect the community. 

     Recommendation for Clubs 
1. Review your settings 

2. Limit posting 

3. Monitor activity 

              Final Thought 
This is a shared opportunity. More participation = more visibility. 

       The Goal 
Make it easy for people to find you, learn about your club, and 

attend your events. 

Questions?  Write to ShepardCenter@gmail.com, with Facebook 

or Social Media in the Subject line. 

 
 

mailto:ShepardCenter@gmail.com
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An invitation from the 
Joan Coulat – Sacramento Branch 

of the 
American Begonia Society 
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